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4. A method of treating a mammal for a condition susceptible to treatment with 



relaxin comprising administering to a mammal in need thereof a therapeutically effective 
amount of relaxin like factor comprising an A chain and a B chain, 
said A chain having the amino acid sequence: 
Ala-Ala-Ala-Thr-Asn-Pro-Ala-Arg-Tyr-Cys-Cys-Leu-Ser-Gly-Cys-Thr-Gln-Gln-Asp-Leu- 
Leu-Thr-Leu-Cys-Pro-Tyr (SEQ ID NO:3) 

or said amino acid sequence (SEQ ID NO: 3) truncated by up to about 6 amino acids from the 
N-terminus and/or by up to 6 amino acids from the C-terminus; 
said B chain having the amino acid sequence: 
Pro-Thr-Pro-Glu-Met-Arg-Glu-Lys-Leu-Cys-Gfy^ 
Val-Cys-Gly-Gly-Pro-Arg-Trp-Ser-Thr-Glu-Ala (SEQ ID NO:4) 

or said amino acid sequence (SEQ ID NO:4) truncated by up to 5 amino acids from the N- 
terminus and/or by up to 5 amino acids from the C-terminus; 

said A and B chains linked by disulfide bonds between amino acid residue number 1 1 
of SEQ ED NO:3 and amino acid number 10 of SEQ ID NO:4, wherein the condition is 
ameliorated by the administration of the relaxin like factor. 

5. The method of Claim 4 wherein the disease is selected from the group 
comprising cardiovascular disease, neurodegenerative or neurologic disease, sinus 
bradycardia, depression, hair loss, or diseases related to uncontrolled or abnormal collagen or 
fibronectin formation. 

6. The method of Claim 5 wherein the disease related to the uncontrolled or 
abnormal collagen formation is scleroderma. 

14. The method of Claim 4, wherein the relaxin like factor is co-administered with 
a relaxin. 

1 5. The method of Claim 14, wherein the condition is ameliorated by softening the 
pubic ligament or the cervical ligament of the mammal. 
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16. The method of Claim 4, wherein the condition is sperm mobility dysfunction 
or infertility. 

17. A method of reducing the generation of extracellular matrix by a fibroblast cell 
comprising contacting the cell with a relaxin like factor in an amount sufficient to inhibit the 
expression of collagen, inhibit the expression of fibronectin, or increase the expression of 
procollagenase, and wherein the relaxin like factor is produced synthetically or 
recombinantly. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the cell is a human fibroblast cell. 

19. The method of claim 17 wherein the cells are simultaneously contacted with 

relaxin. 

20. A method of enhancing sperm motility comprising contacting sperm with an 
effective amount of relaxin like factor, and wherein the relaxin like factor is produced 
synthetically or recombinantly. 
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